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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS: HAITI 

SUMMARY. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED PERSONAL LETTER FROM 
SECRETARY GENERAL OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL WHICH SEEKS 
ASSURANCE FROM USG THAT HAITIANS NOW INVOLVED IN U.S. 
DEPORTATION HEARINGS WILL NOT BE HANDED BACK TO 
POLITICAL IMPRISONMENT OR PERSECUTION BY GOH. AI HAS 
ALSO ISSUED STATEMENT CRITICAL OF GOH HUMAN RIGHTS 
SITUATION AND OF PROCEDURES FOLLOWED BY USG IN DEPORTA- 
TION HEARINGS. ACTION REQUESTED: SEE PARAGRAPH 3 
BELOW. END SUMMARY. 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LETTER DATED AUG 10 FROM AI-SYG 
MARTIN ENNALS TO EMBOFF. QUOTE WE ARE RECEIVING AN 
INCREASING NUMBER OF REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION REGARDING 
THE SITUATION IN HAITI FROM LAWYERS AND OTHER MEMBERS 
OF THE JUDICIARY IN THE UNITED STATES IN CONNECTION 
WITH DEPORTATION HEARINGS CURRENTLY TAKING PLACE. MOST 
OF THESE REQUESTS HAVE COME FROM LAWYERS DEFENDING 
HAITIANS IN FLORIDA AGAINST DEPORTATION TO HAITI. 

WHILE THE HAITIAN GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN SEVERAL 
INITIATIVES IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE PAST 
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YEAR, AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL CONTINUES TO RECEIVE REPORT 
OF POLITICALLY MOTIVATED ARRESTS IN HAITI WITHOUT LEGAL 
SAFEGUARDS. AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL IS CONCERNED THAT 
THOSE HAITIANS WHO LEFT THE COUNTRY FEARING POLITICAL 
IMPRISONMENT OR PERSECUTION MAY FACE THE SAME TREATMENT 
ON THEIR RETURN. 

GIVEN THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS RATIFIED INTER- 
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NATIONAL INSTRUMENTS ON REFUGEES CAN YOU CONVEY OUR 
CONCERN TO YOUR GOVERNMENT AND GIVE US ASSURANCES THAT 
NO-ONE WILL BE HANDED BACK TO POLITICAL IMPRISONMENT 
OR PERSECUTION? END QUOTE. 

2. ENCLOSED WITH LETTER IS AI STATEMENT ALSO DATED 
AUG 10 ENTITLED "POSSIBLE REFOULEMENT OF HAITIAN 
REFUGEES IN USA." FULL TEXT FOLLOWS. 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

QUOTE IN RECENT WEEKS FEDERAL AUTHORITIES IN THE UNITED 
STATES HAVE INSTITUTED A LARGE SCALE PROGRAMME OF 
DEPORTATION HEARINGS FOR SOME 8,000 HAITIANS IN THE 
STATE OF FLORIDA WHO HAVE NEVER BEEN FORMALLY ADMITTED 
TO THE UNITED STATES. IT IS REPORTED THAT INDIVIDUAL 
CASES ARE BEING EXAMINED AT AN ALARMINGLY FAST RATE AND 
DUE PROCESS SAFEGUARDS HAVE BEEN IMPAIRED. AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL IS CONCERNED THAT THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT NOT DEPORT ANY OF THESE PERSONS TO HAITI 
WITHOUT FULLY ASSURING ITSELF THAT THEY WILL NOT FACE 
IMPRISONMENT OR PERSECUTION ON THEIR RETURN. 

IN THE PAST YEAR, THE HAITIAN GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN 
SEVERAL INITIATIVES IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS, MOST 
NOTABLY THE PRESIDENTIAL AMNESTY OF 104 POLITICAL 
PRISONERS IN SEPTEMBER 1977. HOWEVER, AMNESTY INTER- 
NATIONAL CONTINUES TO RECEIVE REPORTS OF POLITICALLY 
MOTIVATED ARRESTS IN HAITI WITHOUT LEGAL SAFEGUARDS AND 
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OFTEN CARRIED OUT BY THE SECURITY MILITIA, THE 
NATIONAL SECURITY VOLUNTEERS, THE TONTONS MACOUTES, OR 
THE PRESIDENT'S SECURITY CORPS, THE LEOPARDS. OVER A 
HUNDRED POLITICAL PRISONERS, NOT INCLUDED IN THE 
PRESIDENTIAL AMNESTY, HAVE NEVER BEEN ACCOUNTED FOR BY 
THE HAITIAN AUTHORITIES, AND IT IS BELIEVED THAT THE 
MAJORITY OF THEM DIED IN DETENTION. FURTHERMORE, THE 
"LOI ANTI-COMMUNISTE," ADOPTED ON 28TH APRIL 1969, IS 
STILL IN FORCE, AND PROVIDES THAT PERSONS FOUND TO HAVE 
MADE "ANY DECLARATION OF BELIEF IN COMMUNISM, VERBAL OR 
WRITTEN, PUBLIC OR PRIVATE," OR PROPAGATED "COMMUNIST 
OR ANARCHIST DOCTRINES BY CONFERENCES, SPEECHES, 
CONVERSATIONS. ..BY LEAFLETS, POSTERS, NEWSPAPERS..." 

WILL BE CHARGED WITH CRIMES AGAINST THE STATE, TRIED BY 
MILITARY COURT, AND, IF CONVICTED, MANDATORILY 
"PUNISHED BY DEATH PENALTY." END TEXT. 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE EARLIEST 
POSSIBLE GUIDANCE FOR SUBSTANTIVE REPLY TO SYG ENNALS. B 
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